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EDITORIAL NOTES 


ON THE MENTAL CONTROL OF TELEPLASMS 





We promised last month to follow our survey of Dr. Osty’s experi- 
mental method in his research on the teleplasms of Rudi Schneider's med- 
iumship with a note on the important material contained in the latter part 
of his book “Les Pouvoirs Inconnus de |’Esprit sur la Matiere”. He now 
considers the question of the intelligent control which prescribes the forma- 
tion, the condensation and the active functioning of the invisible substance 
detected by the infra-red rays. The study is of course based upon the action 
of the subconscious powers and the phenomena depend upon the presence ot 
a trance condition on the part of the medium which is necessary for the 
stimulation of that part of his organism which is capable of: producing or 
liberating the material. 





* *e Ke K 


Rudi Schneider is himself unaware of this hidden mentality. The cir- 
cumstances which evoke its operation lead him inevitably to the belief that 
some external intelligence makes use of these powers at his expense. His 
brother was in this manner the instrument of Olga (Lola Montes). This pic- 
turesque historical personality he accepts with confidence, conformably to a well- 
known psychological process. Under this spiritistic belief, a genuinely gifted 
medium will attribute the origin of his phenomena to ‘spirits’. At times the 
entity will be some celebrated person; at others, someone whom the subject has 
known in life; or again it may be a purely fictitious personality. All three 
kinds may co-exist in the case of any one medium, giving rise to the produc- 
tion of the same phenomena but with variations of character, of speech or 
writing, etc., thus often giving a bizarre effect to the manifestations. 
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Dr. Osty is inclined to think the Olga personification unwarranted and 
even superfluous. For him, the name is but a label attached to the cryptic 
consciousness of Rudi as explanatory of the work done. He is at pains to 
show the nature of the physio-psychological process by which the medium, 
whilst in trance, employs his body to exteriorize the energy which actuates 
the phenomena in the several places and environments required. 


* * KF K * 


All Rudi’s acts and words betray a physiological origin for the telepiasm. 
Once under trance, his breathing becomes unnaturally rapid, whilst his 
muscles are held in super-tension of a very marked nature. It is in this 
state that he emits what he describes as the ‘force’. He objects to interruptions 
by questions addressed to Olga or otherwise, and protests that sitters will not 
get what they want by obstructing his work. This laborious stage is more or 
less prolonged. At times, after a lapse of some minutes, Rudi will announce 
that he has projected the ‘force’ on to the table; and the apparatus confirms 
this fact. It is usually from 15 to 30 minutes before he gives this signal. 
When production is difficult, Rudi will have his wrists held and then make 
rapid strokes over the body of his controller with his hands in an up-and- 
down direction. In trance, he explains this by saying that it is the medium 
who, in the first instance, supplies the force. If he has enough, there is no 
need to borrow, but if he has not, he must take some from others. The union 
of hand and wrist forms a channel for the force transmitted. If asked what 
is the nature of this force he borrows, his replies show that he knows nothing 
of it and that the seat of this physio-chemical knowledge is deeper than that 
stratum of consciousness with which we have intercourse during his trance. 


* KK K 


This tallies with our everyday experience with subjects who have paranormal 
experience. Things happen on a plane beyond that of their own psychic 
awareness. It is as though knowledge on a transcendent plane were com- 
municated to the surface mind without the subject’s comprehension, even 
under hypnosis. The operative cause seems at the very root of the being, 
hidden under a complex of mechanisms of a coarser kind. Subject to this 
condition, one must agree that Rudi exteriorizes his energy for certain de- 
finite ends; but instinctively, like the act of breathing, etc., and without 
knowledge of the physio-chemical complex that is brought into play. Dr. 
Osty considers that Rudi is always liable to be mistaken in his pre-announce- 
ments of the manner in which the force is to be used. Often he will predict 
a good sitting, and there will be a blank one. Often, too, Olga will announce 
that the medium is in very good form, or that there is plenty of power, and 
for two or three hours after there will be nothing but a few meagre phe- 
nomena. Things happen just as though the medium had no right idea of 
his powers at a given moment, except empirically, by effects achieved. 
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INTELLIGENT CONTROL OF THE PROCESS OF CONDENSATION 


It was a matter of constant remark that when Rudi lacked the power 
to influence the apparatus, he would explain this, not as arising from any 
want of the necessary force, but by a default in the power to condense the 
force. The records of the sittings show this plainly. On asking the medium 
what he did with himself for the production of the force, he said: 


“The force radiates from the medium. It rises on to the table. 
It has to turn in spirals in order to condense. In turning it becomes 
more powerful. When it emerges by thrusts it is weaker. Some- 
times there is abundance. If, however, it is not harmonized*, things 
will not go well. The rotations will not take place unless they 
have the same wave-length as those of the medium; there will be 
no condensation, and therefore no phenomena”. 


The medium now and then claimed that the invisible substance issued 
from the curtained cabinet; but experimental record of this failed. It was 
on the table-top that the records were made of the condensation of the 
substance. The emission was in a vertical direction, and the infra-red rays 
showed no lateral penetration. Sometimes after good phenomena, Rudi 
would propose the displacement of some object on the table by the force. 
At such times, the occultation of the rays would cease. 


INTELLIGENT CONTROL OF THE ACTIVITIES OF THE FORCE 


Apparently there is a stage in the formation of the invisible substance 
which would call for a more delicate apparatus to detect than is at present 
available. But Dr. Osty considers it certain that in the large majority of 
cases there has been evidence of an instantaneous control by the subject of 
the activities of the teleplasm. The coming and going of the force as well 
as its volume were constantly announced beforehand, often with indications 
as to the brevity or length of its duration. On one occasion a member of 
the circle was able to make the medium bring and dismiss the force with a 
success that was impressive. On another occasion (16 Feb. 1931) the sug- 
gestion that the force should meet the rays when they had counted Five, and 
that it should be held in the rays for a like period, that it should be with- 
drawn whilst they counted Three and then produced again for the same 
duration. This was carried out in perfection. On the 12th Feb., in the 
course of a sitting designed to show that the subject could do pretty well 
what he liked with the force, it was suggested that after 5 was counted, three 
occultations of the force should be made; the first a long one, the second 
short, and the third again long. This was agreed by Rudi and it was done. 

Several other tests are cited, and the record of the sittings is amply 
illustrated by diagrams of the galvanometer indications, giving the variations 
in absorbent power. 


*Rudi here alludes to the dual origin of the force;—his own and that con- 
tributed by sitters. 
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‘TELEKINESES 


In the sittings of November 1930, at which the means of revealing the 
presence of the invisible teleplasm were found, there had been no intention other 
than that of the study of the substance itself as a first course in the process of 
materialization of energy. The subject always produced this substance not 
for its own sake, but with the object of procuring the displacement of articles 
at a distance, or of materializing human forms. Of the latter he often spoke. 
Olga would frequently promise that she would show herself or part of 
herself: but nothing came of this. The only visible result was the apparition 
of an amorphous shadow which came from the cabinet and gave a push to 
the table. Rudi but rarely, as he admitted, realized his dominant idea of 
telekinesis. Out of 77 séances in Jan.-Dec. 1931, only 7 yielded this phe- 
nomenon. Certain of these are related by Dr. Osty to show Rudi’s command 
of the exteriorized energy. On p. 101 he gives a photograph of a folded 
handkerchief and above it the form in which it was afterwards discovered, 
tied like a man’s necktie. 


OSCILLATION OF THE TELEPLASM 


Two galvanometers were used for detecting the vibratory motions of 
the invisible substance and the records made are the subject of some very 
interesting diagrams. A current of a certain regulated volume would deter- 
mine a deviation of one millimetre in a luminous spot at one metre distant. 
Every change in the amperage of the current reaching the instruments would 
register a deviation. It was found that the oscillations of the spot of light 
followed the rhythm of Rudi’s super-rapid breathing when in trance. The 
importance of this observation was so great that several sittings were devoted 
to its study. Consegently Dr. Osty has given most of his remaining space 
to the consideration of this phenomenon. 

The experiment came temporarily to a close at the end of 1931, partly 
owing to the uncertainty of Rudi’s powers, and partly to straitened financial 
conditions. But Dr. Osty believes that enough has been accomplished to give 
a clear direction to other investigators either with Rudi Schneider or with 
other subjects of a path of research which should tend to a more intimate 


knowledge of the process of paranormal action of the human psyche upon 
material substance. 
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THE EXPLANATION OF PREMONITIONS d 
THEORY OF “PSYCHOBOLY” 


By Dr. A. TANAGRA, PRESIDENT OF THE HELLENIC SPR. 
Translated By the Editor 1 


I. The need of an Absolute Creative Power. 


Ever since man began to observe and to think, he has halted in per- 
plexity before certain questions which seem to him to be in flagrant contradic- 
tion of the necessity of a Creative Mind possessed of Absolute qualities of 
Omnipotence and the like, without which the very existence of creation would 
appear inexplicable. For if one denies to the Creative Power even the least : 
of these qualities, it falls at once into the category of Relative things and we fl 
have to go further to seek in the Infinite for an Absolute Power. 

Those who, on the discovery by radio-activity of the purely dynamic 
constitution of matter and its new gifts to science yet adhere to materialistic 
views, may ignore this little prologue: but since the question of Destiny is 


one which troubles all alike, they will perhaps not think it futile to follow 
this study to its close. 


II. The Idea of Fate incompatible with the Existence of Deity. 


One of the most serious negations of the existence of a Creative Power 
that is conscious and absolute, is that of Fate—the Kismet of the Orientals— 
Predestination in all things. In effect, when one considers the fact that many 
of the phenomena of creation are ruled in advance with a strict precision,— 
as, for example, the movements of the stars and the occurrence of eclipses, 
one is tempted to believe that the destinies of man may in like manner be 
indicated in the case of premonitions. This is not only so in the case of 
those who are occupied with the special study of this phenomenon, but also 
for the majority of mankind in regard to those instances which exclude all 
possibility of chance and which seem inexplicable save by some sort of pre- 
destination. But in accepting this notion, we are driven to assume that the 
creative energy is a ruthless and malevolent force, creating without pity one 
blind from birth, another deformed, and yet another mentally unbalanced or 
entirely insane; and finding amusement at the cost of our misery. Such a 
conception altogether deprives the idea of Creative Power of its logic, re- 
moving justice and absolute Good, both of which qualities are necessary to 
the concept as a general principle, and not only so, but are demanded for 
the explanation of creation itself. The acceptance of Predestination in the 
details of life amounts to a negation of the existence of God. We might 
as well call ourselves atheists at once, if we adopt this belief. Renan could 
not endure the notion, as is evident when he quotes Malebranche “God works 
only through the individual Will”. But, as we shall presently see, Fate is a 
myth and it cannot exist outside certain general lines of creation. 
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III. There is no Fatal Chain of Causality. 


As said above, there are phenomena which are fixed in advance of their 
manifestation such as eclipses and the appearance of comets and these may 
be calculated with exactitude to seconds. But the greater part of nature’s 
laws such as birth and death, adolescence and decline, flowering and fruitage, 
the changing of the seasons, etc., are in no sense rigidly determined or 
mathematically regulated. They have, on the contrary a solidarity of their 
own, being dependent upon other natural phenomena which are not in- 
fluenced by the broader destiny of things. Thus, the commencement and the 
close of each season of the year do not come about abruptly or at any 
moment to be reckoned mathematically, but sometimes before, sometimes 
after a mean period. In the same way the evolution, the vicissitudes, and 
the duration of each form of life are dependent in detail upon a thousand 
other phenomena having their own solidarity which prescribes, in good or 
evil days, either abundance or sterility as well as every kind of accident 
which can happen during the whole period. Who, for example, would 
imagine Destiny in regard to the movement of leaves under the caprice of 
a breeze?—a branch broken by the flight of a bird, or the death of an ant 
crushed by the wheels of an automobile? Who would be inclined to sup- 
pose that a higher power had placed that ant in the road just at the moment 
when the auto was ordained to pass, with the intent that it should die? 

Or say that the wind has blown a seed on to a barren soil. The plant 
which sprouts from it is of course but a feeble one and short-lived. Must 
one see in this happening a predestination—a special dispensation of fate 
for the seed? Surely then it is but a manifestation of absurd human egotism 
which would separate the individual from all other forms of life when the 
science of Physics is teaching us that the whole creation is built of the same 
creative energy in the form of electrons? 


We begin therefore to see that not everything in nature happens with 
the mathematical precision of the stellar movements. And it would be im- 
possible inasmuch as all the phenomena of nature are grouped, and linked 
in enforced solidarities. Nature herself, in her evolutionary effort, walks only 
with fumbling steps, always trying to discover the better path. And it is 
even difficult to adduce the motions of the celestial bodies as an example 
of predestination, since it is a known fact that comets, in their trajectories, 
influence the movements of stars in their neighborhood, compelling them to 
deviate or themselves suffering deviations. So, like all other natural motions, 
these again are relative. The only absolute thing is the Creative Energy. 


IV. How Premonitions may be explained. 


But if there be no pre-determination in nature, how are we to explain 
so many cases of premonition which are absolutely verified ? 


Setting aside presentiments of earthquake, change of weather, etc., which 
may be accounted for by a paranormal sensitiveness to electro-magnetic or 
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atmospheric conditions in a hyper-sensitive nervous subject, a great part of 
premonitions are capable of explanation on the following grounds: 
1). By Coincidence, which can never by any means be excluded. 

(2). By Telepathy: as, for example, the transmission of thought in 
dreams of the part played by criminals in preparing an evil plot 
which comes into effect some days later; the like transmission ot 
thought on the part of statesmen meditating war, or of a pro- 
fessor who plans to put certain questions in examination on the 
morrow; these being transmitted to one of his pupils in sleep, etc. 
And it is to be noted that Telepathy under different forms does 
play an important part in premonitions. 

(3). By Clairvoyance. e.g. as presentiments of accidents, which after all 
are bound to occur as the result of causes already existing, such 
as the collapse of a bridge or a house, or the warning of illnesses 
which have not yet declared themselves, but of which the germs 
are already latent in the organism. 

(4). By Suggestion. In effect many persons of peculiar sensitiveness 
can, when subject to auto-suggestion, not only miscarry in their 
undertakings or get the line if they happen to be artists, but may 
even fall sick or die of heart-seizure as is often to be observed 
in the moribund. Darwin in his treatise on Mimicry has proved 
the influence of ideas on the human organism. It is seen also 
in the stigmata, and in the bloody sweat of the hysterical, and 
the ideoplastic phenomena in the case of pregnant women, with 
the development of an actual blister following the application 
of a simple piece of paper to the skin of the hysterical patient 
with the suggestion that it is a blistering plaster; etc. 

(5). By Paramnesia. This is the duplicative precognition of Sudre 
(See his Introduction to his “Human Metapsychics”.) Nevertheless 
we may ask whether all forms of premonition are susceptible of 
explanation by telepathy, clairvoyance, suggestion, coincidence, or 
paramnesia? How, for example, should we account for a pre- 
monition of shipwreck, railway collision, automobile crash, a 
death in regard to which suggestion is entirely ruled out, or the 
death of a person unknown ?* 





V. Telekinetic Phenomena. 


I do not think it necessary to describe in detail the phenomena of tele- 
kinesis, which have not only long since been attested by leading savants such as 
Crookes, Lombroso, Richet and others, but which have been subject to sys- 
tematic observation in our day in every country of the world. In referring 
therefore those readers who would delve into this question, to treatises on 
Metapsychics, I would merely emphasize the fact that what has been noted 
in regard to these phenomena has been not only the movement of objects 





*The dream of a Derby winner, so often heard of, is another form of this to be considered. Ed. 
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Two galvanometers were used for detecting the vibratory motions of 
the invisible substance and the records made are the subject of some very 
interesting diagrams. A current of a certain regulated volume would deter- 
mine a deviation of one millimetre in a luminous spot at one metre distant. 
Every change in the amperage of the current reaching the instruments would 
register a deviation. It was found that the oscillations of the spot of light 
followed the rhythm of Rudi’s super-rapid breathing when in trance. The 
importance of this observation was so great that several sittings were devoted 
to its study. Consegently Dr. Osty has given most of his remaining space 
to the consideration of this phenomenon. 
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THEORY OF “PSYCHOBOLY” 


By Dr. A. TANAGRA, PRESIDENT OF THE HELLENIC S.P.R. 
Translated By the Editor 
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as well call ourselves atheists at once, if we adopt this belief. Renan could 
not endure the notion, as is evident when he quotes Malebranche “God works 
only through the individual Will”. But, as we shall presently see, Fate is a 
myth and it cannot exist outside certain general lines of creation. 


369 





370 THEORY OF “PSYCHOBOLY”. 
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atmospheric conditions in a hyper-sensitive nervous subject, a great part of 
premonitions are capable of explanation on the following grounds: 
(1). By Coincidence, which can never by any means be excluded. 
(2). By Telepathy: as, for example, the transmission of thought in 

dreams of the part played by criminals in preparing an evil plot 
which comes into effect some days later; the like transmission of 
thought on the part of statesmen meditating war, or of a pro- 
fessor who plans to put certain questions in examination on the 
morrow; these being transmitted to one of his pupils in sleep, etc. 
And it is to be noted that Telepathy under different forms does 
play an important part in premonitions. 
By Clairvoyance. e.g. as presentiments of accidents, which after all 
are bound to occur as the result of causes already existing, sch 
as the collapse of a bridge or a house, or the warning of illnesses 
which have not yet declared themselves, but of which the germs 
are already latent in the organism. 
By Suggestion. In effect many persons of peculiar sensitiveness 
can, when subject to auto-suggestion, not only miscarry in their 
undertakings or get the line if they happen to be artists, but may 
even fall sick or die of heart-seizure as is often to be observed 
in the moribund. Darwin in his treatise on Mimicry has proved 
the influence of ideas on the human organism. It is seen also 
in the stigmata, and in the bloody sweat of the hysterical, and 
the ideoplastic phenomena in the case of pregnant women, with 
the development of an actual blister following the application 
of a simple piece of paper to the skin of the hysterical patient 
with the suggestion that it is a blistering plaster; etc. 
By Paramnesia. This is the duplicative precognition of Sudre 
(See his Introduction to his “Human Metapsychics”.) Nevertheless 
we may ask whether all forms of premonition are susceptible of 
explanation by telepathy, clairvoyance, suggestion, coincidence, or 
paramnesia? How, for example, should we account for a pre- 
monition of shipwreck, railway collision, automobile crash, a 
death in regard to which suggestion is entirely ruled out, or the 
death of a person unknown ?* 


/. Telekinetic Phenomena. 


I do not think it necessary to describe in detail the phenomena of tele- 
kinesis, which have not only long since been attested by leading savants such as 
Crookes, Lombroso, Richet and others, but which have been subject to sys- 
tematic observation in our day in every country of the world. In referring 
therefore those readers who would delve into this question, to treatises on 
Metapsychics, I would merely emphasize the fact that what has been noted 
in regard to these phenomena has been not only the movement of objects 


‘The dream of a Derby winner, so often heard of, is another form of this to be considered. Ed: 





372 THEORY OF “PSYCHOBOLY” 


without visible contact but also certain very complex deliberate acts, notably 
the desruction of material objects even those of extremely tough material 
(e.g. the locks broken under the influence of Hilda or the metal surfaces 
engraved with Mme. Silbert) also “apports’” and, in fine, a whole pile of 
phenomena passing human imagination. The mysterious agent of these 
phenomena draws his impressions from within the subconsciousness of the 
medium. Although their exteriorization may be absolutely unconscious we 
have often known them to be accompanied by some ingenious suggestion, 
either at the same sitting or at a following one. 

But whenever this emission of human force is able to bring about a 
corresponding phenomenon, there you have the explanation of certain unac- 
countable premonitions. 

Take for example a dream premonitory of an automobile accident or 
a shipwreck on the eve of a voyage, and suppose that the dreamer has the 
telekinetic quality of mediumship. The impression made by the dream sinks 
into the subconscious and will tend to realize itself in a telekinetic fashion 
and exactly at the spot indicated by the dream. The telekinetic phenomenon 
breaks forth, producing serious injury or, maybe, an explosion, and thus the 
premonition is realized. But the premonition is superfluous: all that is es- 
sential is the telekinetic phenomenon. And what is really terrible in such 
matters is that we cannot in any way fix the possible extent of such happen- 
ings. Who could say, for instance, that the agent who contrives' such 
phenomena as apports would allow any difficulty to deter him or recognize 
any obstacle to his subsconsicous wishes, now that the science of physics 
scarcely dares to imagine the incalculable forces that lie latent in the atoms of 
matter ?* 


VI. Telepathic Suggestion. : 


But in this class of phenomena there is room also for another explana- 
tion. Ochorowicz, Bruck, and Janet have proved the possibility of telepathic 
suggestion. As regards the first, one remembers the episode of his knowing 
by telepathic suggestion the life of one of his patients who was about to throw 
himself from a window. Can we therefore exclude the possibility that a 
medium, may, under the influence of a premonition, act telepathically by the 
power of suggestion on the brain of a chauffeur or ship’s engineer, inducing 
vertigo, and occasioning a motor smash or a shipwreck? And apart from 
this, in the two cases suggested, may not the injurious influence be. exercised 
not only by the one who has the premonition, but also by any other person 
of mediumistic habit who may have had knowledge of that impression, sup- 
posing him to possess the subsconcious force needed for the bringing about 
of telekinetic phenomena by suggestion ? 

VII. The Legend of the ‘Evil Eye’ and the ‘Jettatura’. 


Once on the track of these explanations, starting from the agent for the 
telepathic effects, one can arrive also at an explanation of other cases of 


*In the doctrine of the Two Infinities, it would appear that the entire forces of the outer 
Cosmos are reflected by their reciprocals in the Infinitesimal. Ed. 
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premonition also apparently insoluble. From the moment we allow that this 
mysterious force emitted from the body of the medium is able to demonstrate 
its power to act upon physical matter, how can we say that it may not ex- 
tend its influence to living organisms, even to the animal organism itself? 
Since human thought and the ideas of the individual can, as Darwin shows, 
exercise external influence (see his ‘Mimicry’)—witness the stigmata on the 
limbs of fanatics, or the paper blister we mentioned, why refuse to admit 
the possibility of a cognate influence of a specialized nature in the thought 
of a medium, transmitted by telepathic action to the subsconcious of the 
percipient. Such might well be the explanation of the “Evil Eye’, the “Jet- 
tatura’”, and other acts of Magic. It is a fact worthy of attention that, from 
time immemorial and in all climes, there have always been noted strange 
phenomena in which auto-suggestion plays no part, and which may have been 
attributed to the nefarious act of certain individuals marked out by the ex- 
perience of many years. 

Is there such a thing as the “Evil Eye’? Does the “Jettatura’” really 
exist? Popular experience affirms the belief. Telekinetic phenomena sup- 
port it and the possibility of telepathic suggestion goes to prove it so. In- 
deed, as soon as we are under obligation to admit the reality of telepathic 
action of human thought on living organisms, and the reality of telekinetic 
phenomena, we have gone a long way towards clearing up the problem of 
premonitions which are otherwise most difficult to explain, in a way con- 
sistent with logic and opening immense horizons for the explanation of so- 
called ‘““Magic’, of “Chance”, of “Unlucky days’, of “Curses”, of Talismans, 
etc., as I have detailed in my communication of November, 1929 in the 
Zeitschrift fur Parapsychologie. 

The fact is that the body of a medium develops under certain condi- 
tions, properties of a paranormal character in the emanation of a strange 
variety of energy whose action is apparent in telekinetic phenomena and some- 
times seems analogous to X-rays. Are we to assume a species of human 
radio-activity? This is not an impossibility, for physical science tells us that, 
under certain conditions, all bodies may become radio-active. 

In taking leave of the subject of the new acquisition of Physics whereby 
it is affirmed that the forces latent in the physical atom are of incalculable 
power, we may remark that the forces latent in the organism which con- 
stitute the mystery of the subliminal part, escape at times under special con- 
ditions carrying with them the impress of our secret impulses, and these 
once liberated, will act according to their nature. 


VIII. All Impulses Tend to Their Realization. 


It may be affirmed that every impulse, every secret desire repressed and 
crowded back into the subsconcious of a psychogenic subject, tends irresistably 
to realize itself in act. This is proved by such phenomena as the stigmata, 
and also by telekinetic phenomena unconsciously produced and provoked by 
auto-suggestion. Naturally this realization is infrequent in its occurrence, , 
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since it demands for its production a special constitution which may be 
termed the “psychobolic” (one capable of psychical projection) and it is for 
this reason that such phenomena are more or less rare. But it only goes 
to show that the research in regard to prevision may have great dangers. In 
any case, whatever the form of energy which can this affect the organisms 
of man and animals, I have thought it better to distinguish it from other 
forms by the adoption of a special term and I have therefore called it in my 
Zeitschrift article for November, 1929 “Psychoboly”—from the Greek words 
‘psychic—the Soul, and ‘bolé’ a missile or dart. 


IX. There is no such thing as Fate. 


In the light of this exposition, is it possible to explain every case of 
premonition? That I would not claim. But if we take into account the fact tht 
the greater part of the tales we hear of premonition, come to us almost always 
at second-hand, we may venture to say that either by chance coincidence, by 
suggestion, by telepathy, by clairvoyance, by- paramnesia or by psychoboly, 
one can provide satisfactory explanations of a great number. 


* * * &€& & ® 


THE RESOURCES OF TRANCE MEDIUMSHIP 


An Example from the Past 
By Davp Gow 


Mediumship, of all phases of which I have for many years made a close 
study, covers such a wide field that I propose to restrict myself on this oc- 
casion to a single medium whose gifts were exercised almost entirely in | 
the direction of trance addresses. I refer to the late Mr. J. J. Morse, whose 
name was at one time a household word in Spiritualistic and Psychical Re- 
search circles. (I say ‘“Psychical Research” advisedly, for in its earlier years 
the London Society for Psychical Research gave more sympathetic attention 
to its humble ister Spiritualism than is the case today.) Mr. Edward T. Bennett, 
the assistant-secretary to the S.P.R. from 1881 to 1902 made a study of Mr. 
Morse’s mediumship of which he wrote in a pamphlet, “Automatic Speaking 
and Writing,’ (Brimley Johnson and Co., 1905) and of which he records a 
favorable impression. In the pamphlet in question he cites a number of 
messages purporting to come from deceased persons (strangers) several of 
which messages were identified by those who.had known the deceased. Dis- 
cussing the explanations offered, viz: (1) Fraud, (2) Telepathy, (3) That 
the messages were actually what they professed to be, he claimed that there 
was not an atom of evidence for the theory of fraud; that “telepathy from 
the theory of fraud; that “telepathy from the living,” even if “stretched to 
the utmost limits which recent research would justify, would be wholly in- 
adequate to explain them, and that consequently he saw no “alternative with 
stronger claims of acceptance than that the messages are from the personali- 
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ties of deceased men and women continuing their individual existence after 
the death of the body.” 

This phase of test-messages in the case of Mr. Morse belonged to the 
earlier years of his mediumship. When I first met him—sometime in the late 
‘eighties of last century—his mediumship was devoted entirely to philo- 
sophical trance-discourses. 

The power and quality of these addresses, together with their perfect 
diction and the immense range of knowledge shown, have seldom or never 
been surpassed in the history of mediumship. The chief inspirer, or control, 
claimed to have been in his earth-life a Chinese mandarin, of the second class, 
who lived in the reign of the Emperor Kea-Tsing. He gave his name as 
Tien Sien Tie, with full accounts of his life as a Chinese scholar, and of 
the circumstances in which he took part, with many other spirits in opening 
up channels of communication with earth in the interest of a humanity that 
was rapidly becoming submerged in a tide of materialism. He was a Con- 
fucian, and the moral culture and intellectual refinement so esteemed in 
China shewed themselves conspicuously in all his addresses, which must have 
numbered many thousands. At the various halls in London in which I lis- 
tened to his lectures, an evening would occasionally be devoted to “Answers 
to Questions”. It was then open to anyone to put questions which some- 
times took an abstruse form. But no matter how recondite the subject, “Tien” 
was always equal to the occasion, his knowledge even of Western literature 
and philosophy astonishing those of his auditors who realised what im- 
mense mental resources were needed to deal with the questions propounded. 
His demeanour, as expressed through his medium, was suave, courteous and 
dignified, and his vocabulary almost Shakespearean in its range. Some of his 
sentences were aphoristic, packing much meaning into a few words, as when 
he said on one occasion, in answering a question as to world-betterment: 
“Individual improvement is the basis of general advancement.” 

Morse the medium was born in 1848 and, becoming an orphan in 
boyhood, was thrown on his own resources. After many vicissitudes he be- 
came a barman at a tavern in the City of London, and while there came into 
touch with a Mrs. Hopps, who took a motherly interest in the lad. Her son, 
by the way, later became known to fame as the Rev. John Page Hopps, a 
dissenting minister who was a prominent Spiritualist. He was, indeed, for 
many years a contributor to LIGHT and a speaker on Spiritualistic platforms. 

It was through this contact that young Morse took up the subject of 
Spiritualism and shortly afterwards developed his trance-mediumship. As 
he discovered afterwards, his whole career had been watched and tended by 
those whom later he came to know as his guides in the Unseen World. 

For me it was a great opportunity of studying mediumship at first hand 
and I attended many of the addresses and asked my questions with the rest. 
I found I could put no question on the subject of mediumship which was 
not answered with the fullest information. “Tien” gave closely-detailed 
accounts of the whole machinery of spirit-communication, and thus I learned. 
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much that in later years was discovered by scientific psychical researchers 
and set down as their own findings. He gave us the whole modus operandi 
of mediumship, dealing with materialisation, levitation, apports and asports, 
psychometry, clairvoyance, trance, animism, the nature of the subconscious— 
in short the whole field of the supernormal. Only a very small proportion 
of the knowledge thus imparted found its way into print. It was not re- 
garded as “‘scientific’’, but that it was true I have never had reason to doubt. 
For in all the intervening years of study and observation, I have never had 
to revise my impressions of the instruction which I gained, together with 
the others who attended his classes as students, of whom only a few are 
left. 

Many were the questions put to Tien regarding Oriental wonder-workers, 
black magic, witchcraft and those dark mysteries which hang like a shadow 
around the question of Spiritualism. His reply (in brief) was that all forms 
of occult magic represented the scientific application of psychological prin- 
ciples in man—the power of the will used for high ends or low ones, the 
power of mind over mind. They were “uncanny” only to the ignorant, for 
all the powers and forces involved were in line and harmony with the laws 
of nature and the possibilities of man. 

The mediumistic trance he explained as being mesmeric or hypnotic in 
nature. It was he said analogous to the hypnotism known to the medical 
schools, but whereas the human mesmerist worked upon his subject from 
without, the spirit operator proceeded from within, inverting the process of 
ordinary mesmerism. In short, instead of acting from the circumference 
to the centre, the spirit-control worked from the centre outwards. 

The singular efficiency of Mr. Morse as a medium the control explained 
by saying that the medium had been selected by him even before birth and 
gradually trained and developed to the standard needed for-the work. 

Mediumship, he said, was purely and simply a functional manifestation, 
just the same as oratorical ability, skill with the hand, voice or pen, none 
of which things necessarily implied any moral superiority in their possessors. 
It was largely a question of the use which was made of them. 

In describing his own method of entrancing his medium, he stated that. 
at the beginning, he and his spirit associates directed their first attention 
to the heart for the purpose of lowering the rate of circulation. This re- 
sulted in a slight lethargy, after which attention was directed’ to the solar 
plexus in order to influence the nervous system.. Then the brain was 
reached, the basilar portion first, as representing the physiological side of 
the medium, thus controlling the circulation, the nervous system and the 
vital forces. This left the frontal brain—the intellectual region—in a state 
of more than ordinary activity. Ultimately the operators were able to reach 
the sensorium by the action of the will on the psychical forces through the 
organs of sensation. The action of the will being now intensely stimulated, 
a domination was established over the entire body, brain, nervous and 
vital forces. The medium then had a sensation of falling backwards and 
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the physical consciousness departed. At this point, which brought a lull in 
the bodily activities, the vital forces were: re-stimulated by the operators, 
the nervous activity re-excited, with the effect, so to speak, of waking up the 
inside of the brain, or more correctly of stimulating the spiritual and sub- 
jective functions of the medium. Following this came a rather delicate opera- 
tion of discharging a sufficient quantity of vital energy through the lower 
brain, so that it could be made to function without altering the lethargic 
condition of the heart. When that was accomplished, the body became erect 


and the organs of speech being now at the service of the spirit-operators, the 
machine was in working order. 


Never, I suppose, since the time of Socrates (himself a trance speaker) 
was the process of trance-control so graphically explained; not perhaps after 
the manner of modern Science (which still has some way to travel in these 
directions) but certainly after the manner of Reason. 


Associated with “Tien” was a spirit who answered to the name of 
“The Strolling Player’—an occupation which he had followed on earth. He 
gave an account of his life on earth and the circumstances of his departure 
from it; his meeting with ‘“Tien” on the other side and his association with 
him as a colleague. He was a fellow of infinite jest, and a kind of gruff 
humour, utterly unlike “Tien”; he described himself as “a philosopher’s 
other end.”’* It was his part to furnish the light relief; he played the Fool 
to the Wise Man. On several occasions I enjoyed an evening with ‘The 
Strolling Player’ when he was in sole control. In the deep philosophical 
discourses of. “Tien” there were skillfully interspersed little passages of 
drollery and humorous enecdote. They were always congruous to the dis- 
course, making a perfect composite. And this was not the least interesting 
“part of a study of the trance, as a question of the harmonious mental as- 
sociation of different personalities. Only those who were acquainted with 
the separate expression of the two personalities through the medium could 
fully appreciate the wonder of their perfect amalgamation in a trance address 
in which both were united; the Sage, who was never known to jest or utter 
the least frivolity, and the Humorist who rarely seemed to do anything else. 
Yet both were blending their influences on the medium—a combination 
quite apparent to the intellectual sense and not infrequently to the eye of 
the clairvoyant. Just how this was accomplished it is not easy to under- 
stand, for possession or obsession, as now being so carefully investigated 
by Drs. Bull and Wickland, appears to involve abrupt and well-defined 
separation of personality as in the Doris case and many other examples of 
what is known as “multiple personality’. 


Other operators, I gathered, were concerned in the Morse mediumship. 
Their part was subsidiary. It was to take charge of the medium as assistants 
to the two principal controls; to help in the process of hypnotization for 
the trance, and occasionally to furnish information when not otherwise ob- 
tainable, to enable “Tien”, to answer some of the “‘posers” in the way of, 
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questions, many of which were obviouly asked not so much to gain in- 
struction as to test the intellectual resources of the mediumship. 

So phenomenal was the mediumship that in the ‘seventies, and per- 
haps a little later, the London Press paid the matter a great deal of atten- 
tion; even that august journal the Daily Telegraph gave lengthy reports, 
But in after years Spiritualism, (possibly through the follies and abuses ot 
some of its followers) fell into disrepute, just as it did in New York in 
the days of Judge Edmunds who so bitterly lamented the depths to which 
the subject was degraded by the commercialism and sensationalism which 
crept into it. 

My conviction after many years’ study of Mediumship and Mediums is 
that the question is primarily a human one, and that those who approach it 
from this point of view are best equipped to arrive at the truth. When it 
is treated in an inhuman (or perhaps I should say an unhuman) way, it is 
apt to behave accordingly. The reactions are very much those with which 
we are familiar in the social life of every day, where kindness, courtesy, con- 
sideration and a sympathetic understanding of others usually evokes a like 
response; and vice versa. If Morse, for instance, had fallen into wrong hands 
in the early stages of his mediumship, it would probably have been inhibited 
or distorted to fruitless ends by medium-baiters and ignorant experimenters. 
We can still see around us examples of the kind of physical researcher, 
barren of experience and understanding, who destroys (like a clumsy crafts- 
man) the very material in which he works. 

Still, in this respect things today are very much better than they were. 
The ‘constant drop” of failure and abortive results is wearing away the 
stone of dulness and insensibility. 

eee * 





POSTHUMOUS WORK BY BARON 
VON SCHRENCK-NOTZING 


On the Relation between Occultism and Parapsychology. 


Translation in summarized form by Beate Friedberger, from the 
Zeitschrift fiir Parapsychologie. (Part I. Jan., 1932) 


INTRODUCTION 


In his excellent work on “Present Metapsychic Research”, Dr. Rudolf Tischner 
justly calls the year 1882 the beginning of a new epoch: for the foundation of the 
English S.P.R. coincides with the death of the well-known German astro-physicist 
Prof. Zollner of Leipzig, whose experiments with the medium Slade had aroused pub- 
lic opinion; and with the publication of the first occult works of the Munich philo- 
sopher Dr. Carl du Prel (1839-1899). This ingenious philosopher enlightened the 
youthful Tischner on various occult problems which at that time had not yet been sub- 
jected to scientific investigation. 


THE WorK OF Du PREL 


During this time appeared Carl du Prel’s principal work “The Philosophy of 
Mysticism’. It was followed by a series of other significant works in which du Prel 
sought to combine in one philosophic system the phenomena of occultism and the 
evolutionary concept of Nature. 


According to Du Prel, who was strongly influenced by Kant, Schopenhauer, the 
younger Fichte, Carus, and Fechner, the soul organizes its body in harmony with a 
transcendent scheme. The astral body corresponds to the material, but the super-normal 
psychological functions, which cannot arise from the life of the senses, originate with 
the transcendental subject which expresses itself through clairvoyance and similar 
phenomena; mostly in dream-like of somnambulistic states, as soon as the normal con- 
sciousness withdraws. 


Du Prel has become Germany's typical representative of the individualistic or 
spiritistic hypothesis, without being an adherent of reincarnation. He arrived at his 
field of work (2) through astronomical and philosophical studies. He was gifted 
with a poetic imagination and a facile mode of expression. But his deep aversion 
to “scientific fanaticism of exactitude’ coupled with an insufficient power of observa- 
tion, caused occasional ambiguity in his reports and some superficial errors due -to 
his faulty treatment of scientific results. This is evident in his criticism of factual 
material leading to far-reaching conclusions in favor of his philosophical system, to 
which he dogmatically adhered: These faults Tischner came to recognize. 

i. Rudolf Tischner. “Geschichte der okkultistischen (metapsychischen) Forschung von der 
ar ae Sel mate se Teil, von dér mitte des 19 Jahrhunderts bis zur Gegenwart. 
2. See Dr. R. Wedel. “Du Prel und seine Philosophie” Uebersinnliche Welt. 1898. 
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Although .I owe many valuable ideas to Du Prel and in some respects regard 
myself as his pupil, I was persuaded to sever my relation with his school and work 
on my own lines of a more scientific nature. I recognized that scientific preparation 
alone can stay the dissemenination of pseudo-scientific experiment, and their evil con- 


_ Sequences in sensational journalism, in dilettantism, and in revelatory spiritism of an 
uncritical kind. 


In spite of the negative aspects of his work, however, the powerful influence of 
Du Prel on his contemporaries cannot be denied. He remained true to himself in the 
battle for truth as against tradition. Even those who do not agree with his doctrine 
will admit the basic soundness of the thought he has borrowed from the Vedanta, 
namely; that Man has betaken himself into this life by his own choice; that he is 
his own product of development; that the vicissitudes of this existence turn to the 
advantage of our transcendental life; that the world has a metaphysical, and life an 
ethical meaning; and that we do not have to fear death provided we have drawn 
from this existence an ethical or a moral advantage. 


It is the idea alone of this transcendental nature of our being which can offer 


to the individual rest, consolation, and the strength of soul derived from experignce 
in the mutable phenomena of life. 


Just as Charles Richet was the first French natural scientist, so Carl du Prel 
was the first of the German philosophers of the second half of the past century to 
recognize the actuality of somnambulism and of hypnotic and parapsychical phenomena. 
In the eighties, he demanded their scientific investigation, even before the appearance 


of the works of Preyer and Haydenheyn. With his defence of the study of occult 
problems, Du Prel at the same time faced the social damage caused by the materialistic: 
mechanistic system of philosophy propagated in the minds of the people. 


THE WorK OF VON HARTMANN 


Like Du Prel, Eduard von Hartmann opposed the naturalistic-scientific tendencies 
and rejected the mechanistic realism of the second half of the 19th century. His 
principal work, ‘The Philosophy of the Unconscious”, became the basis of modern 
philosophy (Psychology and Psycho-analysis) and formed an introduction to modern 
vitalism in its ideas as to the origin of life. 

According to Hartmann, the organizing forces are immaterial; unconsciously intel- 
ligent; super-individual. Metaphysically they represent, according to Messer’, active 
principles of wiil; while the laws of their effectiveness bespeak Idea. In his view, 
moreover, the perceptions, as created by the senses, are contrasted with the immediate 
consciousness which can only have originated from the Unconscious, as in clairvoyance 
and prevision. In every instinct, Hartmann finds something mystical in so far as 
the clairvoyant power of the Unconscious enters into consciousness in the form of 
prevision, apprehension or certainty. Hartmann may be regarded as the founder of 
the modern animistic theory as applied to the explanation of the physical phenomena 
of mediumship. In one of his special articles he sharply opposed¢ the spirit- 
hypothesis of Aksakoff and Du Prel. 


3. Messer, Philosophie des 19. Jahrhunderts’. 1917. 
4. E. von Hartmann. “Die Geisterhypothese des Spiritismus”. Leipzig, 1891. 
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In fine, he considers that images of mediumistic messages originate in the 
somnambulic consciousness. Even at this date he had already attempted to explain 
parapsychic phenomena of mediumship on a scientific basis, relying on physical theory. 
Later, I made use of the philosophic ideas of this keen thinker in formulating my 
own theoretical and practical treatment of the problems of the occult. Alexander von 
Aksakoff, the Russian expert and co-founder with Wittig of the “Psychologische 
Studien” (now the “Zeitchrift fur Parapsychologie’) made answer to Hartmann in a 
series Of essays published in collected form, entitled “Animism and Spiritism’ 
(Animismus und Spiritismus. Verlag Mutze. Leipzig.) 

“Concerning facts and interpretations’ says Tischner, “this work is the most 
comprehensive and consistent presentation of the spiritistic viewpoint’. 

Among the German scientists active in the literary field of occultism were Karl 
Kiesewetter (Geschichte des Okkultismus. 2 vols.) ; Dr. Hubbe-Schleiden (Editor of 
the “Sphinx” )— a publication conducted on the lines of Buddhist philosophy) L. 
Deinhardt; Seiling; Bormann; and Peter. In this connection Baron von Hellenbach 
must not be forgotten. He possessed unusual knowledge and experience in the field 
of practical mediumship, having sat with Slade, Eglinton, Bastian, (whom he dis- 
covered) ; and Waleska Topfer. He is, however, mot taken seriously by the scholars. 
Du Prel often refers to him, but Hartmann rejects him entirely. 

In 1897 Mme d’Esperance, the materializing medium, published her auto- 
biography in German, under the title “Im Reiche der Schatten” (In the Realm of 


the Shadow’). Aksakoff and ‘Seiling report interesting experiments with this strange 
woman. 


THE WorRK OF CHARLES RICHET 


The first of the greater works of scientific character was published in German 
under the title “Experimental Studies in Mental Telepathy and so-called Clairvoyance’”’, 
by Charles Richet in 1891. From the Preface of the authorized German edition it 
appears that the questions of mental telepathy and mental action at a distance had 
not been seriously examined in Germany, save by Dessoir, Schmoll, Bleuler and myself 
(von Schrenck-Notzing, the author of this article). In 1898 there followed the 
abridged translation of ‘‘Phantasms of the Living” by Edmund Gurney, F. W. H. 
Myers, and Frank Podmore; also Feilgenhauer’s work on Telepathy. In 1898 was 
issued the German translation of the famous work of the Danish psychologist Pro- 
fessor Alfred Lehmann, entitled “Superstitions and Sorcery” (Aberglauben und Zau- 
berei). 

On the basis of their own laboratory experiments, Lehmann (who had, in his 
first edition, rejected all occultism in regard to phenomena) with his colleague 
Hansen, established for the first time the theory of involuntary whispering in ex- 
planation of telepathic phenomena. But in his second edition it would appear that 
despite this rationalistic explanation, he has come to hold telepathy between two 
persons as an established fact. In his third, he mentions certain facts which can 
hardly be explained without recourse to the theory of mental telepathy. He denies 
clairvoyance, whilst taking into account certain strange cases which fall into that. 
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category. Physical mediumship he also denies; yet he recognizes progress made 
through the newer theory of ideoplastic transformation of vital energies in the organ- 
ism of the medium which make genuine scientific investigation possible. 

Occult phenomena are thus taken by him of the transcendental world of the 
spirits and are placed in the paraphysical sphere of the medium’s organism; thus 
affirming their origin to be within the sphere of a human being. This theory has 
not yet, however, solved the problem satisfactorily. 

THE MEDIUMSHIP OF Eva C. 

On the whole, Lehmann does not recognize the occurrences which I have de- 
scribed in connection with the materializing medium Eva C. as being genuine. He 
is, however, interested in the mucous masses appearing on several parts of Eva’s body, 
quickly disappearing and apparently re-absorbed. He terms these a secretion “pos- 
sible in a hysterical medium’. This admission is remarkable as coming from a man 
of science who had denied the teleplasmic theory and the physical phenomena of 
mediumship. His attitude towards telepathy would have been influenced by the 
extremely careful investigation of ‘involuntary whispering’ made by Karl Keall. 

Also the investigations on telekinesis with the subjects Willy and Rudi Schneider 
would have made a Paul out of a Saul. But for more than two decades, the entire 
special field of science we are considering was dominated by the principle of ‘involun- 
tary whispering’. Lehmann’s theory became a dogma accepted without further examina- 
tion or criticism even until this day. 

OTHER “NEGATIVisT” WRITERS 

Among the critical: ‘negativist’ works following Lehmann are ‘The Rothe Case’ 
(Der Fall Rothe) by Dr. Erich Bohn. This records the unmasking of Anna Rothe. 
The same author published in collaboration with H. Busse a volume of scientific 
research entitled ‘“‘Geisterschriften und Drohbriefe” (Spirit-writings and Warnings) in 
reference to the Rothe case. 

In 1908 appeared the German translation of the work of the Russian, Naum 
Kotik entitled‘’The Emanation of Psychophysical Energy”. It deals with direct mental 
telepathy on the hypothesis of a radio-activity of the brain. It would make the process 
of thinking coincide with the emanation of brain-rays capable of reinforcing the 
phosphorescing shade and possessing certain physical characteristics. According to 
Kotik, psycho-physical energy implies two modes of radiation, one being that of 
the brain-rays, which possess great penetrative power, and the other a psycho-physical 
emanation having a very small power of this kind. Today, fifteen years or so after 
the appearance of Kotik’s book, his theory does not sound quite as improbable as it 
did at the time of its publication, in view of the progress made in electric science 
and the proof of such emanations from physical mediums in cases of telekinesis. 

Dr. MAX KEMMERICH’S WORK ON PROPHECY . 

In 1911 appeared Dr. Max Kemmerich’s “Prophezeiungen” (2nd ed. 1916. Albert 
Langen. Munich.) This book deals with historical prophecies in ancient, mediaeval 
and modern times: e. g. Lehnin’s renowned prophecy; Cazotte’s prediction of the 
French Revolution; the ‘Centurien’ of Nostradamus, etc. The work is of a decidedly 


scientific nature, indispensable to any paraysychologist interested in the subject of 
clairvoyance. 
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Dr. L. Loewenfeld’s “Somnambulism and Spiritism” published in 1900 by Berg- 
mann of Wiesbaden, admits within certain limits the actuality of the phenomena of 
somnambulism, telepathy and clairvoyance. Dr. Friedrich zur Bonsen’s . “Second- 
Sight” (Das Zweite Gesicht) a fine collection of well authenticated cases, appeared 
in 1907. It was supplemented later by a further volume entitled “Neuere Vorgesichte’’. 
In 1912 Ludwig Staudenmaier published his “Magic as Experimental Science’. 
Apart from his psychoanalytic studies on the phenomena of the Split Personality, 
Staudenmaier is the first author to call attention to the voluntary production of physical 
plenomena. He claims that by the power of concentration he was able to produce a 
subjective hallucination from which an actual image was subsequently materialized. 


The value of his contribution consists in his having pointed out the psychogenetic 
origin of the works of magic. 


WoRKS ON THE THEORY OF MAGIC 


The first really fundamental work on Magic saw the light in 1923. It is by 
the philosopher Ernest Schertel, and is entitled “Magic: Its History, Theory and 
Practice’. He holds that access to ultimate Reality will be found, not through reason 
or abstract thinking, but through the understanding of the body and the Forms of 
Sense. Next comes Rudolf Schmidt, who, in his amply illustrated work ‘‘Fakirs and 
Fakirdom’’ (dealing with old and modern India; Yoga Teaching and Practice) we 
have a detailed survey of this aspect of the subject. Then Hans Freimarck’s “Oc- 
cultism and Sexuality” which deals historically with sexual cults, sex-mysticism and 
magic, withcraft, etc., presents the only work of reference of its kind in German 
literature. 


The problem of the delimitation of the Perceptive Faculty (‘‘Ausscheidung des 
Empfindungsvermogens”) was dealt with by Albert de Rochas who gives a retrospect 
with critical notes on the experimental work of the older school of magnetisers from 
the first half of the eighteenth century. 


A second work by him is entitled “Die Grenzen der Erkentniss’” (The Limits 


of Perception). This covers the experiments of Reinchenbach and essays a — 
of Magic. De Rochas held the spiritist view. 


Of the era we are considering, two of the most important works of a scientific 
nature are (1) Dr. Thedor Flournay’s “Die Seherin von Genf” (Leipzig. 1914) with 
an Introduction by Max Dessoir, and the discussions which refer to it in G. Vor- 
brodt’s ““Flournoys Seherin von Genf und Religions-philosophie” (Flournoy’s Seeress 
of Geneva and the Philosophy of Religion) published by Meiner of Leipzig in 1914. 
In his classic work of psycho-analytical research with the medium Helene Smith, and 
her types of somnambulistic personality, the Geneva psychologist proved her trance- 
creations (purported ‘incarnations’ of spirits), her “Mars’ cycles, and in particular, her 
‘Mars’ language, to be a combination of French roots familiar to Helene herself. 
She produced other languages, such as a Uranus cycle, an Asteroid, and a Moon-cycle. 
Telekinetic phenomena and clairvoyant indications were observed with her. 
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GERMAN TRANSLATION OF Dr. JAMES HysLop’s Book 


In 1909 the work of Dr. James Hyslop, Professor of Philosophy at Columbia 
University, was published by Hoffman of Stuttgart under the title “Probleme die 
Seelenforschung”. It is devoted to the psychic phenomena of Occultism such as 
Prophecy, Visions, Clairvoyance, Premonitions, Telepathy, etc. His investigations with 


Mrs. Piper turned him from an animistic to a spiritistic outlook and this he retained 
until his death. 


WorK OF HERMANN KEYSERLING 


The Darmstadt philosopher Hermann Keyserling frequently accepted occult 
phenomena. His “Diaries of a Philosopher” contain very notable hints to the student 
of parapsychology. Keyserling does not doubt the fact of materializations. He gives 


a clear picture of the Yoga philosophy and of Hindu asceticism. In his “Das Okkulte’’ 
(The Occult) published by the Verlag Reiche of Darmstadt 1923 he discusses the 
correct attitude towards occultism and emphasizes the psychical origin of the pheno- 


mena which he calls “Erlebnisse geistigster Art’’ (Experiences of the most spiritual 
kind). 


MAURICE MAETERLINCK 


Maeterlinck deals with parapsychological phenomena in a much more thorough 
way, in three successive works edited in German by Diederichs of Jena. These 
are ‘Vom Tode” (Of Death) 1913: “Der Fremde Gast’’ (The Strange Guest) 1919; 
and ‘Das Grosse Ratsel” (The Great Enigma) 1923. His is an essentially pantheistic 
philosophy, since he believes in the merging of consciousness and intelligence in the 
“Weltgeist”. In his works the complete phenomenology of parapsychics is discussed, 
especially cross-communication with the deceased, reincarnation, the theosophic hypo- 
thesis; phantoms of the Living and the Dead; the Horses of Elberfeldt; Psychometry ; 
and finally the past and present status of occultism. Owing to the depth of his ideas 
and the beauty of their expression, the works, of Maeterlinck are especially well 
adapted to the field of Occultism. 

Related to the above is Dr. Karl Vogl’s ‘“Unsterblichkeit’” (Immortality) 1917. 
Einhorn-Verlag. Dachau. It deals in detail with the facts of mysticism and magic. 
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PSYCHIC RESEARCH 


From an Article appearing in the “Congregationalist’” for Sept. 22, 1932 


By DWIGHT J. BRADLEY 


I have become interested in the phenomena associated with “psychic 
research,’ as a result of three major influences: 

1. The number and high character of those who are convinced believers. 

‘2. The quantity and seeming authenticity of the findings reported. 

3. My own experience with some kinds of such phenomena. 

So far as the first two influences go, there must be thousands of thought- 
ful men and women who are already well informed. The subject has reached 
a point of importance where it confronts the mind of every individual who 
cares to come to grips with reality. It is not a question, primarily, of ac- 
ceptance or rejection, of belief or skepticism. It is primarily a question of 
information, of knowledge, of willingness to find out the facts. 

My own immediate experience began some five years ago, when I at- 
tended a series of “‘sittings’” in the home of a professional medium in East 
St. Louis, Ill. I was not thoroughly convinced by those sittings, although 
the likelihood of fraud practiced by the medium seemed to me to be less 
great than it seemed to several others who attended. Our disagreement was 
due entirely to a different judgment as to the authenticity of the phenomena. 

Despite, however, my own inclination to accept the phenomena as being 
the manifestation of actual personal presences through the mediumship ot 
an honest woman, I felt little desire to continue such experiments. They 
did not greatly appeal to me. I was willing to grant the likelihood of their 
honesty, but I did not care to make my contacts with the Beyond in that 
particular way. So, I neglected to follow up this type of experience. 

For several months extending into more than a year I let my interest 
lodge in other places. But on a certain never-to-be-forgotten afternoon in 
March, 1931, I was brought swiftly and suddenly back. 

I was at my desk writing a letter of condolence to the wife of a dear 
friend when there came over me a feeling such as I had never had before. I 
could not:understand it. I could not even define it. But, as I tried to go on 
with the writing of the letter, this feeling came to a focus. It was exactly 
as if someone were moving my hand away from the paper and at the same 
time urging me (almost ordering me) to write something upon another sheet 
of paper. I resisted this feeling, this impulse, so long as I could; but it 
became so strong that I gave in. 

I shall not here go into detail about what subsequently took place. Let 
me only report that then and there began a period during which for several 
days I felt myself to be under the direct guidance of the man to whose wife 
I had been writing the letter of condolence. This feeling of guidance did 
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not last all the time. It came and went. When it came it did so as a 
powerful compulsion to write, as it were, “automatically.” Encouraged by 
my wife, I obeyed this compulsion when I felt it; and as a result, I wrote 
down on sheets of paper that which came to me without my conscious know!- 
edge of that which was coming. ‘That is, my hand wrote words without di- 
rection from my conscious mind. Perhaps my sub-consciousness directed the 
writing. This is one possible, even plausible, explanation of ‘‘automatic writ- 
ing.”” Yet, in the light of all the facts as I know them, I myself am inclined 
to believe that this writing, and other similar writing subsequently done, is 
the work of personal influence from outside my own personality. In other 
words, I am now pretty thoroughly convinced that this writing was directed 
by the individual (who had died shortly before) to whose wife I had been 
writing a letter of condolence. 


For about ten days following, I received “communications” in writing 
from this man. The content of this writing is both important and beautiful. 
As a friend remarked to me when I read him what I had received: “It is 
either Dr. So-and-So or else your own subconscious mind. If it is your sub-. 
conscious mind, I advise you to use it more.” Good advice, I admit. So | 
shall continue to write “automatically” as much as possible, whether my 
writing be actually automatic or really subconscious! 


During the rest of 1931, and until the present time, I received not more 
than a dozen further “communications.” None of these, except one, signed 
itself by the name of my first communicant. Three purported messages came 
from a former teacher whom I revere, who died several years ago. These 
were all profound and searching. Two messages were signed with a name 
I had never heard of—“Marshall Prettyman.” One was signed by another 
name that was entirely unknown to me—‘Douglas Trowbridge,” with an 
address: “165 Washington Street” (city unnamed). Two were signed with 
the name of a dear friend who died nine years ago. One or two were 
unsigned. 

In order to give a concrete example of what most of these “‘messages’’ 
are like, I shall reproduce here a part of one which came unsigned. 

This one is dated Nov. 6, 1931, and is in part as follows: 

“The tremendous clamor of mankind for some continuous palliative for 
their pain is not heard with responsive attention by the ones who stand watch 
over human destinies. There must be a more certain sound than is given 
by the concerted voice of confusion. It must be a sound of small volume 
but of piercing clarity—the sound of man’s own sense of destruction. How 
different from the shouts and hoarse mouthings of those who demand of 


earth and sky, ‘Give us what we ask or we will pull you out of your courses 
and render God’s universe a chaos of futility!” 


It is not my desire in this statement to quote or reproduce the messages 
I have received: or, if you prefer, the subconscious writings I have done. | 
regard them as authentic messages and I am ready to publish them if there 
is any demand for their publication. But here I have another purpose. ! 
wish simply to bring the matter out into the open, and to put my own 
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name in the record of those who are seriously intent upon discovering where 
the truth lies. I have no predisposition in favor of belief in psychic phen- 
omena. Neither have I any prejudice against it. Certain experiences have 
come to me, entirely without my seeking of them. These I desire to report 
and to present for criticism. Then, too, I would like to put down certain 
observations and to state certain tentative conclusions. 

In addition to receiving what purport to be messages by automatic 
writing, I have this summer “‘sat in” with a group of friends on three evenings 
when certain phenomena appeared. 

The group of friends to which I refer was gathered one evening in the 
summer home of one of the number. We were talking about immortality, 
and the talk gravitated toward psychic phenomena. One of the number, 
without premeditation, said “Let’s try it ourselves. Maybe we can get some- 
thing.” 

Forthwith it was agreed, and we decided to get a table and sit about it, 
with our fingers lightly touching its top. (This being the usual practice in 
trying to make the way open for “‘spirit communication” by the moving of a 
table.) A small table was found in the room and we arranged ourselves 
around it. 

For about half an hour we sat there, singing well-known hymns and 
talking together. Just as I myself was ready to declare the attempt a failure, 
the table began to quiver, and then to rock rhythmically back and forth. 
We kept counseling each other to guard carefully against my inclination 
to help the table to move, or even unconsciously to assist its motion. By a 
process of gradual elimination we worked out a sort of code: namely, that 
for “yes” the table should keep on rocking, and for ‘“‘no” it should stop. At 
length we found that our communicant was a person who died about ten 
years ago, and a close friend of two in our group. With him we “conversed” 
(so to speak) for more than an hour. Then the table ceased to move and 
we went home. 

The burden of our conversation that evening was remarkably fine. Most 
of us left with a feeling, not only that we had been actually in touch with 
a real individual who, though dead, still could speak, but that the contact 
had been spiritually and intellectually of great value. 

On the following evening save one, we met again, this time with the 
definite purpose of repeating our previous experience. The evening was 
spiritually and intellectually a fiasco. Although the table moved with 
tremendous animation, we had no contact that satisfied the demand of our 
deeper selves. I went home that night with a feeling of painful inadequacy: 
as if we had been trivially curious about vast things -and had suffered the 
penalty of our lack of inward reverence. 

However, we met again in slightly smaller numbers, on a third evening. 
This time the table quivered, moved a little, and then remained motionless 


until we gave it up. I myself felt relieved because no phenomena had mani- 
fested for us. 
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It would be impossible to doubt the integrity of any who were present 
at these “‘sittings.” I should do this only as a last resort after all other 
possible explanations of the table-moving had been exhausted. 

I admit that unconsciously some one or more might have moved, or 
helped to move, the table. It was a light table and one easily shaken or 
tipped or lifted. Yet, we were all on guard against this. Furthermore, the 
way the table moved was decidedly different from the way it moved when 
afterward we tried to see whether we could reproduce the same motion with 
our own hands. Still further, the “sitting’’ was conducted in semi-darkness 
and we could observe each other at all times. 

My opinion is that the table was moved for us by a person and persons, 
not clothed in our form, who drew from our bodies certain force or energy 
with which to make the table move. This, I say, is my opinion. To me 
it seems the most rational one. 

But the point I wish to make is this: namely, that while to me it is 
clear that we can, under certain conditions, make actual sensory contact with 
those who live beyond the sight of our eyes and the sound of voice and 
the touch of hand—while this is clear to me, yet I am firmly convinced 
that mere curiosity, mere desire to see whether or not it can be done, mere 
effort to establish contact for the sake of doing something exciting or strange, 
is absolutely inappropriate, and will result both in spiritual shallowness and 
intellectual stagnation. 

Even friendship between us who are on the earth suffers when it is 
made merely the means to some end. 

How much more true this must be in relation to those who have gone 
from this earth! We, I think, are entitled to our friendship with them. We 
are entitled to any means of communion or communication with them that 
is possible in this universe of orderly process under law. We ought to try 
to find out what the laws are which govern personal relationships and 
contacts here or hereafter. The serious pursuit of research in psychic phe- 
nomena is, to my mind, not only legitimate, but of great value. But it needs 
to be guarded and protected against those who enter it “lightly or inadvised- 
ly,” and not in the fear of God. - It is not the proper pursuit of those who 
regard it either as a diversion or as a way to find out things which they are 
spiritually too dull to comprehend or intellectually too indolent to think 
through for themselves. 

Whether this pursuit is predominantly scientific or predominantly religi- 
ous depends, I suspect, upon what one means by those terms. I, for one, 
dislike to separate the two pursuits: Their separation has done vast harm in 
the past and it should be ended. Science and religion go together. Science 
studies the universe and religion establishes relationships with the universe. 
Thus understood, religion and science play each its part in serious psychic 
reseatch. The non-religious but scientific psychic-researcher can find out 
things, but he does not know how to apply what he finds to the creation 
of fine values. The religious but non-scientific psychic-researcher, on the 
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other hand, is able to apply what he finds to the creation of fine values— 
but he is not likely to find very much, and he can very — be fooled and 
hoodwinked and victimized by fraud. 

So, I should say that in this pursuit we should cultivate all the religious 
or spiritual resources that we can, and at the same time follow our study 
with the most scientific care and precision. Meanwhile, let us discourage all 
efiorts that aim only at petty ends and which are carried on in a mood of 
immature credulity. 

Practically, then, my conclusion at the present time is this: the advance 
of scientific research is taking us farther and farther toward the point where 
a great new branch of science will become necessary; just as science had 
finally to enter the fields of psychology and sociology. I predict, therefore, 
that within one more generation, what we call psychic research will have 
its dignified and accepted place in the laboratories and curricula of every 
great university. I predict, also, that within the same period of time, religion 
will regain its position amongst men as the means by which our contacts 
with each other and with the whole great community of persons in all the 
universe, may be deepened, enriched, beautified and made secure in a love 
that is boundless and eternal. 

I hail the gradual emergence of a new branch of science.. I hail also 


the recovery of the greatness which belongs to religion when religion is sure 
of immortality! 


* * KK * 


LE LIVRE DES REVENANTS 


FURTHER VERIFICATIONS RECEIVED 
Mrs. H. A. Potter of West Orange, N. J., writing under date Sept. 8, 
1932 says: 

“As a member of the Society I wish to verify the person calling her- 
self ‘Ophelia Moon’ in one of your séances. I lived in Easton—was born 
there and knew Ophelia Moon very well. Her maiden name was Nightiu- 
gale, and she has a son Frank, now Dean of Faculty at Syracuse Uni- 
versity. She was very fine looking and quite young when she passed 
away—probably in early middle life. 

Easton was famous for good housekeepers, and I can readily under- 
stand the ‘fancy Christmas cakes’. 

In the same issue of the Journal* came Annie Frost Onderdonk. She 
was a relative of some near friends of mine, to whom I have written for 
more information as regards the word ‘Guernsey’. I consider both of 
these evidential proof, as for the possibility of return. They have both 
been gone many years.” 

In a further 'etter written Sept. 19th, Mrs. Potter says: 

“I want to advise you that my sister Mrs. Howland, who lives at 
Easton, had this manifestation verified by the Moon family relatives a 
few weeks ago, and it is perfectly authentic”. 


*See June Journal. pp. 254—255 for the Onderdonk communication and the July issue, p 286, 
for Ophelia Moon. (Ed.) 
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It would be impossible to doubt the integrity of any who were present 
at these “‘sittings.”” I should do this only as a last resort after all other 
possible explanations of the table-moving had been exhausted. 

I admit that unconsciously some one or more might have moved, or 
helped to move, the table. It was a light table and one easily shaken or 
tipped or lifted. Yet, we were all on guard against this. Furthermore, the 
way the table moved was decidedly different from the way it moved when 
afterward we tried to see whether we could reproduce the same motion with 
our own hands. Still further, the “‘sitting’’ was conducted in semi-darkness 
and we could observe each other at all times. 

My opinion is that the table was moved for us by a person and persons, 
not clothed in our form, who drew from our bodies certain force or energy 
with which to make the table move. This, I say, is my opinion. To me 
it seems the most rational one. 

But the point I wish to make is this: namely, that while to me it is 
clear that we can, under certain conditions, make actual sensory contact with 
those who live beyond the sight of our eyes and the sound of voice and 
the touch of hand—while this is clear to me, yet I am firmly convinced 
that mere curiosity, mere desire to see whether or not it can be done, mere 
effort to establish contact for the sake of doing something exciting or strange, 
is absolutely inappropriate, and will result both in spiritual shallowness and 
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Even friendship between us who are on the earth suffers when it is 
made merely the means to some end. 

How much more true this must be in relation to those who have gone 
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is possible in this universe of orderly process under law. We ought to try 
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regard it either as a diversion or as a way to find out things which they are 
spiritually too dull to comprehend or intellectually too indolent to think 
through for themselves. 
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ous depends, I suspect, upon what one means by those terms. I, for one, 
dislike to separate the two pursuits. Their separation has done vast harm in 
the past and it should be ended. Science and religion go together. Science 
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other hand, is able to apply what he finds to the creation of fine values— 
but he is not likely to find very much, and he can very easily be fooled and 
hoodwinked and victimized by fraud. 

So, I should say that in this pursuit we should cultivate all the religious 
or spiritual resources that we can, and at the same time follow our study 
with the most scientific care and precision. Meanwhile, let us discourage all 
efforts that aim only at petty ends and which are carried on in a mood of 
immature credulity. 


Practically, then, my conclusion at the present time is this: the advance 


of scientific research is taking us farther and farther toward the point where _ 


a great new branch of science will become necessary; just as science had 
finally to enter the fields of psychology and sociology. I predict, therefore, 
that within one more generation, what we call psychic research will have 
its dignified and accepted place in the laboratories and curricula of every 
great university. I predict, also, that within the same period of time, religion 
will regain its position amongst men as the means by which our contacts 
with each other and with the whole great community of persons in all the 
universe, may be deepened, enriched, beautified and made secure in a love 
that is boundless and eternal. 

I hail the gradual emergence of a new branch of science. I hail also 


the recovery of the greatness which belongs to religion when religion is sure 
of immortality! 
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FURTHER VERIFICATIONS RECEIVED 
Mrs. H. A. Potter of West Orange, N. J., writing under date Sept. 8, 
1932 says: 

“As a member of the Society I wish to verify the person calling her- 
self ‘Ophelia Moon’ in one of your séances. I lived in Easton—was born 
there and knew Ophelia Moon very well. Her maiden name was Nightiu- 
gale, and she has a son Frank, now Dean of Faculty at Syracuse Uni- 
versity. She was very fine looking and quite young when she passed 
away—probably in early middle life. 

Easton was famous for good housekeepers, and I can readily under- 
stand the ‘fancy Christmas cakes’. 

In the same issue of the Journal* came Annie Frost Onderdonk. She 
was a relative of some near friends of mine, to whom I have written for 
more information as regards the word ‘Guernsey’. I consider both of 
these evidential proof, as for the possibility of return. They have both 
been gone many years.” 

In a further letter written Sept. 19th, Mrs. Potter says: 

“I want to advise you that my sister Mrs. Howland, who lives at 
Easton, had this manifestation verified by the Moon family relatives a 
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THE CONTINENTAL JOURNALS 
WITCHES IN OLDEN AND MODERN TIMES 


iilr. F. V. Schéffel of Vienna, former Austrian officer, now since ten years editor 
ot the Austrian psychical journal ‘Das neue Licht” has just published a very interest- 
ing book with this title.* In this book he tries to prove, that the belief in witches 
and their persecution in the middle-ages was by no means due to superstition. Witches 
existed and still exist, and those believing in them were by no means extraordinarily 
stupid or the victims of hallucinations, for the witches were psychics and mediums 
The judges and inquisitors were wrong in ascribing the phenomena of the witches to 
the devil, but they were right in believing them to exist. There exists a sort of manuai 
of witchcraft for the use of judges and inquisitors by the greatest experts in the per- 
secution of witches: Heinrich Institor and Jakob Sprenger, the so-called ‘‘Maleus 
Maleficarum’” or “Hammer of Witches’ published in Cologne in 1489. This book 
contains a detailed description of the strange doings and happenings caused by 
witches, and of the physiognomy and anatomy of witches as well as experiments by 
which a person can be proved to be in connection with the “devil” and other “evi! 
forces’. Among these indices of witchcraft we find: stones flying up into the air, 
the return of deceased persons in fog-like phantoms, persons describing future events 
in their sleep as if they were experiencing them this very moment, persons speaking 
in foreign tongues, being able to heal illness and sores with a verse or some formula 
instead of medicine etc., etc. Here we easily recognize poltergeist phenomena, ma- 
terializations, clairvoyance, trance-mediumship, psychic healing and suggestion. Many 
interesting particulars are quoted by the author from the old protocols of processes 
against witches, as he remarks they can easily be compared with modern protocols of 
psychic séances. Thus we learn that a woman was found guilty of witchcraft because 
if you gave her an object belonging to a person, e.g. a tooth, a bit of cloth, a coin, 
and put it into her hand she could exactly tell you to whom it belonged, she described 
the owner and his whole life as if she had been with him the whole time (psycho- 
metry!). Another “taught the women to tie a ring into one of their hairs and make 
it answer questions” (siderical pendulum). Again another would ‘‘summon spirits from 
purgatory’—she was burned. Another together with a ‘“‘sorcerer’”, who transfered 
“the help of Satan’’ to her with strokes of his hands, was able to float in the air 
(magnetical strokes and the phenomenon of leviation!). Another made strange draw- 
ings and pictures though she had never learned to draw—certainly it was the devil 
who led her hand (psychic drawing!). Mr. Niisslein and Jutta Kieser surely, according 
to this, would have been burnt if they had lived in these times. A servant girl in 
St. Pdlten was burnt because, after she had fallen asleep, evil ‘demons talked out 
of her’. A woman in Prague was burnt because wherever she went “the devil 
knocked on the wall, moved the furniture and caused pots to break’ (poltergeist). A 
dream-dancer (like Madeleine, who was investigated by Baron Schrenck-Notzing), 
then called ‘“‘devil-jumper’” (‘“Teufelshiipferin”) was exposed as a witch in the Swiss 
canton Aargau in 1570. Some were recognized as witches because they possessed the 
faculty of attracting the other sex so that no man could resist them. They were 
thought to bring this about with the help of a special fluid or radiation. This is how 
the middle ages explained “‘sex-appeal’, says the author. Others were condemned 
because they used the divining rod. Also animals were condemned for possessing 
witchcraft. A regular law-suit was carried on against them, c.f. against a horse, cats, 


* “Hexon von einst und heute”, illustrated, 212 p. stiched 4,50 M., bound 5,50 M. Hans Muller 
Verlag, Bamberg (Bayern), Fischerei 45. 
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pigs, locusts, a cock (he was accused of having laid an egg after the devil had em- 
braced him). Surely the conversing animals of to-day, the Elberfeld horses, the dog 
“Rolf” etc. would have met the same fate in those times. Even children aged seven 
and ten were accused of having sexual (!) connections with the devil and his fellows 


(the succubi and incubi). Mostly poltergeist-phenomena were the cause of such ac- 
cusations. 


Strange lights were seen around some persons; surely they were caused by the 
devil! (Luminous phenomena.) One of the proofs for witchcraft was the so-called 
“balance for witches” (“Hexenwage”’): this showed the “witches” to lose weight 
while they were tortured and was thought to be a sure proof for witchcraft—probably 
this was the same phenomenon as that observed by Crawford, Ing. Grunewald and 
others with some mediums in a trance-state. As many witches didn’t show the 
slightest signs of pain in spite of the terrible tortures bestowed upon them they probably 
were in a trance state with anaesthesia while they were tortured. The author con- 
fronts some cases of alleged witchcraft as described in the protocols of the processes 
with similar occurrences in sittings with mediums in our times. The author gives 
some very interesting explanations of other beliefs concerning witches. The German 
word “Hexe” is supposed to come from ‘“‘hogaziso”’, ‘‘hagussa’, “‘hagstine’” which was 
the name of wise women living in groves (Hag) devoted to the gods. They were 
also called ‘““Walridaske’”” the same as ‘Valkyries’, and the author thinks the tale of 
the witches riding to the Blocksberg to celebrate their sabbath with the devil there 
is a reminiscence of the old German belief of the Valkyries riding through the air 
and meeting the war-god Wodan or Odin on some mountain with the fallen warriors 
after the battle. We often find that parts of old religions live on as myths and super- 
stitions of this kind after the introduction of Christianity. The author devotes a 
special chapter to the famous “green ointment” of the witches, with which they were 
supposed to rub their body before flying to the Blocksberg. Such an ointment really 
existed, it has been found in old pots even in our days in a more or less dried-up 
state. It has not been possible as yet to find exactly of what it consisted. But a 
principal ingredient seems to have consisted of the leaves or juice of some plant, which 
seems to have produced a kind of trance state in which the subject dreamed he was 
flying through the air, or perhaps he really was able to “fly” over foreign countries 
by the help of bilocation or exteriorisation (as the “‘witches’’ were able to describe 
the countries over which they had been “flying” so that they could be recognised by 
others though they themselves had never been there). The author thinks this plant 
must have been something like peyotl, perhaps it was peyotl brought over the sea 
from America (we don’t hear tales about this “green ointment” before the discovery 
of America). The ‘Maleus Maleficarum” also gives a whole list of anatomical signs 
by which to know a witch: eyebrows grown together, a red or yellow spot in the 
eyes, a stripe of light hair in black hair and vice versa, three points in the form 
of a triangle between the breasts etc., etc. The author has found many of these 
signs on modern psychics, e.g. Eva E., Eleanora Zugan and others. 

The historian Lorente thinks that about 34,656 men and women were burned 
alive as witches and sorcerers during the inquisition in Spain. The famous inquisitor 
Remigius in Lorraine conducted about 900 trials of witches in which he condemned 
about 800 witches to be burned. In many provinces only a few women were left 
alive. As late as 1749 witches were burned in Europe, and as late as 1782 the girl 
servant Anna Géldi of Glarus (Switzerland) was decapitated as a witch. Even in 
our days now and then reports go through the press of peasants having tried to 
burn or kill some woman for being a witch: thus in 1928 (!) three young peasants 
were exculpated by the law-court of Szeged (Hungary) though they had killed an 
old beggar-woman because they thought her to be a witch. Equally in March 1930 
the police were just able to prevent the peasants from burning the “witch” of Sega 
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(Roumania). The-peasants of Talpa, where the poltergeist-medium Eleanora Zugun 
was discovered, still believe the girl’s grandmother was an old witch who made the 
devil (“Draku”) torment her grandchild—just as in the middle ages pheno- 
mena of scratches etc. like those of Eleanora Zugun were looked upon as a proof of 
the afflicted persons having tried to resist the temptations of the devil (so perhaps 
Eleonora would have escaped burning had she lived then!). As an Austrian officer 
the author had ample opportunity to study the gipsies and village-wiches all over the 
Balkin Principalities (Hungaria, Serbia, Roumania, Southern Russia) and his book 
contains some really uncanny tales picked up there. We also hear about some curses 
and strange coincidences following them, cases of alleged vampirism, efforts at black 
magics, etc. It would lead too far to quote all these interesting stories here in detail. 
The author finishes by saying it seems to be certain, that the witches of the middle- 
ages were psychics and mediums, though our modern mediums must not always be 
witches, as they are mostly passive, while the witches very often seem to combine 
their psychic faculties with black magic, just the same as many saints seem to have 
been psychics practising white magic. 

These latter thoughts have also been taken up in an excellent work of fiction, 
Perpetua’, by the well known German novelist—Wilhelm von Scholz, which seems 
to have some historical background. In this book he describes the fate of two twin- 
sisters in the middle-ages, living in the town of Augsburg (Bavaria). They were so 
much alike, that hardly anybody could distinguish them from each other. Both had 
psychic faculties, especially one of the two, Katharine. Her sister became a nun, 
while she was accused of witchcraft and comdemned to be burned by a sadistical in- 
quisitor. Before the execution, her sister the nun, was allowed to visit her. At her 
sight the ‘‘witch’” fainted, and the nun changed dresses with her. When Katherine 
regained consciousness she could just see her sister climbing up the stake. She ran 
to rescue her and even opened the bars of the yard by supernormal forces crying: 
“you are burning an innocent!’’ But nobody would listen to her, because all thought 
she was the nun. Katherine then returned to the monastery instead of her sister 
and became a famous abbess who wrought many miracles and was looked upon as a 
saint—though her forces were the same for which she had been condemned to com- 


bustion. Dr. GERDA WALTHER. 
keke EK 


THE CATHOLIC CHURCH AND ITALIAN SPIRITISM 
La Revue Spirite for February 1932 quotes the following from Spirito-Luce, 
edited by the Society for Psychic Research of Palermo, Sicily, on the subject of ex- 
pressions of esteem recently accorded by the Pope and by the Cardinal of Venice to 
two well known Italian spiritists, from which the following lines are recommended 
to the attention of the French clergy. 

“For the rest, it should be noted that the Church in matters which concern 
spiritism, has not made any solemn and dogmatic pronouncement at the time that 
materialism is condemned by her in the syllabus and the Vatican Council. Pius XI, 
the wise pontiff of modern revolutionary scientific change, so far from yielding to 
the pressure of intolerant theologians, has declared that the Church should undertake 
a revision of her whole teaching relative to miracles; and has decreed intensive study 


of experimental psychology in order to gain the possibility of probing the matter to 
its depths”. 


The writer of this note adds by way of comment the following: 

“In France these intolerant theologians climb upon the stage and like truffles in 
the foie gras fill with their black soutanes, the auditoriums of certain free-thought 
materialists who utter calumnies against experimental spiritualism; whilst Catholic 
Journals never fail to associate themselves with these special debates; at the same time 


avoiding anything which would create the viene that they themselves have pro- 
voked them.” 



































BOOK REVIEW 


A NEW VOLUME OF SCRIPTURE 


By GERTRUDE O. TUBBY 


*The Gospel of Philip the Deacon, Received by Frederick Bligh Bond through the 


hand of Hester Dowden. First Complete Edition, with Nine Appendices. Macoy, 
New York, 1932. 


A refreshingly simple and sincere volume is The Gospel of Philip the Deacon*, 
“claiming to be a reconstruction of the original document burned in Athens about 
the time of Philip’s mission (say A.D. 36-40), through the recall of the spiritual 
Memories of the Past which ever persist and are available to mental sympathy.” 

These memories were received by the Editor of this Journal, Mr. Frederick 
Bligh Bond, through the hand of the automatist, Mrs. Hester Dowden. Mr. Bond’s 
joint work as a receiver is already well known in the notable contributions made to 
archeological research in the finding of the lost Chapel of Edgar and the unknown 
Loretto Chapel at Glastonbury Abbey in England, some twenty to twenty-five years 
since. The record of those findings is embodied in the archives of the Somersetshire 
Archeological Society and in the volume entitled “The Gate of Remembrance’ 
(Blackwell, 1918.) 

Subsequently, Mr. Bond continued to receive predictions and teachings from the 
old monks of Glaston, some of which have already found publication, as our readers 
know, in “The Hill of Vision’’ (Marshall Jones Company, Boston, 1919) and in a 
series of ‘The Glastonbury Scripts’ in pamphlet form issued from time to time in 
England by Mr. Bond. Mainly, the published work was obtained through the hand 
of Mr. ‘John Alleyne’, but others have also augmented these for him. 

Amongst those who have made notable contributions to the series of Mr. Bond's 
scripts is Mrs. Hester Dowden of London, through whom her control Johannes (a 
Jewish Rabbi of early days) as well as Philip the Deacon, have written much that 1: 
of value. The reviewer was privileged in 1924 to be present at the reception of one 
fragment of the joint work of Mr. Bond and Mrs. Dowden, and it is indeed an 
interesting process, well described in Appendix IX, “On the Transmission of the 
Writings,” which might fittingly appear as a Preface to the present volume. The 
reader should by all means look through it to gain the setting of the writings, before 
reading the text, if he is unfamiliar with the method of dual mediumship involved. 

Neither of the writers alone is able to secure the scripts and each is unaware 
what is to be written in the course of any given séance. Mrs. Dowden holds the 
pencil whilst Mr. Bond lightly rests a finger on her wrist or the back of her hand, 
for the transmission of the words from whatever source or mind lies back of this 
work. The communications are then revised by the same process, on a re-reading to 
the communicating intelligences. The results of this painstaking and patient effort 
are thus rendered smooth and delightful reading. ’ 

While the recorders have no part in the actual wording of the script, they offer 
the advantage of cultural backgrounds for its reception, Mr. Bond having been a 
designer and architect of church interiors, as well as an archeologist, and Mrs. Dowden 
being the daughter of the late Professor Edward Dowden of Dublin University, the 
great Shakespearian scholar. She, as well as Mr. Bond, had contributed much in the 
field of psychic research for which the science is deeply in her debt, before the ap- 
pearance of the record of Philip. She worked for years in séances for the father 
of the S.P.R. in England, the late Professor Sir William Barrett, in the early years 
of the present century, and has, as our readers know, several published volumes of 
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evidential records to her credit, notably ‘Voices from the Void’. She is known to 
many American guest researchers in England and is one of those who in London 
secured the late Dr. James H. Hyslop’s posthumous sign for the present reviewer. 

The Gospel of Philip the Deacon is so simply and tellingly written that it grips 
the attention from the very first page and gives a feeling of reality of the identity 
of its author, even though one may have been hitherto but vaguely familiar with 
his name. He is not to be confused with Philip the Apostle, ( a Jew), but is of 
Greek extraction and was appointed a Deacon of the first Church (see Acts. VI) and 
afterward went out with the disciples on their mission to christianize the West aiter 
the execution of Jesus on Calvary. 

The coincidence of the description dictated by Philip of the sign of the cross 
in the heavens at the time of the Nativity of Jesus with the actual astronomical data, 
furnished “by a leading American astronomer,” is one of the items of verification ot 
Philip’s record important to be noted. Neither of the automatists nor anyone with 
whom they were able to consult for several years after the reception of it was aware 
of the correctness of the facts historically. The readers of this Journal were presented 
by Mr. Bond with this item in advance, enabling them to verify its recurrence, minus 
the comet, in the present year, 1932, in August. 

The interest of Philip’s narrative seldom flags and it shows weaknesses only here 
and there in metaphysical doctrine and philosophy, in which he appears to be less 
learned than either of his automatists are likely to be. This in itself appears evidential 
of supernormal origin. 

Whether or no the reader be a Christian, none can but feel the charm and 
impressiveness of Philip's quaint and simple narrative, even were there no evidential 
points in the document. The vivid folk-pictures it paints of the daily comings and 
goings, joys and sorrows of. Jesus and his followers in Galilee and Jerusalem are more 
than sufficient to secure for it a wide reading and a fine influence in the awakening 
spiritual life of our time, when men and women are becoming more aware of “‘the 
world that is the outside fold of this world”. (P. 225.) 

The volume needs a Table of Contents and an Index for the benefit of those 
many readers who will wish to compare its history and doctrine with Biblical sources, 


with which it is in substantial agreement whilst yet offering thought-provoking 
divergence in certain details. 


GERTRUDE OGDEN TUBBY. 
ke eK * 


“Book Reviews and Other Matters”. Bulletin XVII of the Boston S.P.R. By 
Dr. Walter F. Prince, 74 pp. Contains contributions also by Prof. Von Hofsten and 
Prof. Hornell Hart. There is interesting material supplementary to the record printed 
by the B.S.P.R. in 1929 of the Leonard-Soule experiments. Besterman’s ‘Some Modern 
Mediums” ; Drs. Worcester and McComb’s “Body, Mind and Spirit’; Dennis Bradley’s 
“And After. . .”; Charles Fort’s “Wild Talents’; Ernst and Carrington’s “Houdini 
and Conan Doyle”; and Harry Price’s “Rudi Schneider” are all discussed. Prof. von 
Hofsten adds his record of two sittings with Rudi, and Prof. Hart of Bryn Mawr 
offers a “Hypothesis as an aid to investigation of psychical phenomena.” He discusses 
the psychic aspects of Space and Time. 


* Re KK 








The American Society 


for Psychical. Research, Inc. 


HYSLOP HOUSE: 15 LEXINGTON AVENUE, 


NEW YORK 
OFFICERS 
rene BE sence ccd President 
Dement Dav Walvon...................24 First Vice-President 
Dr. MARK W. RiICHARDSON..........-..----------- Second Vice-President 
Teamas Fl. Pees... Dichuamcaniaihesia Secretary 
eB , RR nas MRT ye en Treasurer 


Ss te are Boy hee Counsel 


BOARD OF TRUSTEES 


Mrs. ERNEST A. BIGELOW.... p HAO 

JOHN PALMER GAVIT............ Retiring es ee 2, See Retiring 
JOHN H. PIERSON.............-.--- Major R. T. M. Scott... 

Dr. Mark W. RicHarpson.. f Jan., 1933 Jan., 1934 


Ms. Ataeey & Caacence Dr. Epwin G. ZABRISKIE.-.. 


WILLIAM H. BUTTON 
LAWSON PURDY 


Retiring 
Jan., 1935 





LE LO Ret Editor 


A eee mee ETC men: Executive § ecretary 

















A. §. P. R. RESEARCH COMMITTEE 


TN: TR, . cece itcceceetennicasteceetnlntaniinearbesicbictinieiinbeil Chairman 
Dr. EDWIN G. ZABRISKIE 
PROFESSOR H. A. OVERSTREET 
Mr. THos. H. PIERSON 
Dr. MARK W. RICHARDSON 
Mr. WILLIAM H. BuTTON (ex-officio) 


NEW YORK SECTION 
GOVERNING COMMITTEE 


“Mr. W. H. ButTon.........-.- 

Mrs. CHARLES G. CORNELL Retiring 
Cot. GEorGE McC. DERBY.. P 1933 
Mrs. THos. H. PIERSON......-. 

Mrs. CORNELL WOOLLEY.... 








Mrs. LAWRENCE JACOB........ Mrs. E. A. BIGELOW...... 

Mr. ARTHUR GOADBY.. ....... Retiring Mr. E. A. BIGELOW........ Retiring 

Major R. T. M. SCOTT....... 1934 Miss RHODA MEAD........ 1935 

Mr. DANIEL D. WALTON... Mr. CARL PERCY............ 

Mrs. H. W. WARNER........-- Mrs. HARRY STEWART.. . 

OFFICERS 

I ic: See CM scspscesessinrensciegssatienssipeinlviceinaetiiomeenaneamiaalial Chairman 
eI RII Siccssdenescstnragiioniecstensinninsininicovhaeniciipianiaiaitil Vice-Chairman 
ae: Second Vice-Chairman 
le MeN SII ie vccnsicnicsccicvessswehbiviclvnseeinestilanmisietubanea Treasurer 
Ss is ie, IOI sinisishniiceniveimvsiainneyeconeitsininsibeeaiejeiiaieiieisebell Secretary 
I Fas I aes ecctsccnererionsersinnsncsnnpeciie Executive Secretary 
ee: Ne hy I no cesiconscnceninsentivamsicioni Altorney 


SAN FRANCISCO SECTION OF THE A. S. P. R. 


Room 305, Western Women’s Club Building, 
609 Sutter Street, San Francisco, Calif. 


OFFICERS 
ER ee ee AEE See SENT Chairman 
ge ST ee ee First Vice-Chairman 
Bens. Assen Peeeaas..........- 002... secs. Second Vice-Chairman 
Mr. STEWART EDWARD WHITE..................--<.cccseccn-c-secccuce Research O fficer 


Mrs. WILLIAM M. CANNON...............-22----2----0e-000s Secretary and Treasurer 











